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Just for today

for chamber ensemble, fixed electronics and singer/actress

Score in C
Duration: circa 32

Instrumentation:

Soprano
Flute (doubling Piccolo)
Clarinet in Bb (doubling Bass Clarinet)
Accordion
Percussion (4 octaves vibraphone; 2 tom-toms - one high and one medium; kickdrum)
Violin
Cello

*Ensemble should be amplified for a better balance with the electronics.

Performance note:

Part1:

Soprano- the singer takes on the role of Claudia, a Brazilian woman in her 60s living with a nerve damage condition that causes her to
walk with an uneven gait — a physical rhythm that has become her new normal.

The text should be delivered in the most natural, conversational way possible. The rhythmic notation provided is an approximation of
the natural inflections and pacing of spoken language. It serves as a guide rather than a strict metric framework and should not be
performed with rigid accuracy.

Let the musicality emerge from the character’s voice and lived experience, not from exact rhythms on the page.

Percussion- Overall, the rpm indication for the motor of the vibraphone, is an approximate indication, so the pulsations create some
metric relation to the beat.

Part II:

The stage fades to black. A real audio recording of Claudia recounting her experience of having an abortion is played.
For English-speaking audiences, a translation of the text should be projected on stage in real time, allowing the emotional weight of her
voice to remain central.

Part III:

Soprano- the singer steps into an entirely different role, embodying a new character: a performer entering the stage as if to sing a
transfigured version of Mahler’s Second Symphony (particularly its 4th movement).
The shift should feel intentional and ambiguous, blurring the line between character and performer, narrative and concert.

Strings - Quarter-Tone Accidentals - Microtonal accidentals use arrows to indicate approximate quarter-tone deviations:
1 = quarter-sharp (% step above natural)
| = quarter-flat (Y4 step below natural)

T4 = three-quarter-sharp
I b = three-quarter-flat

Quarter-tones are used here to shape measured siren-like or sliding effects. Precise intonation is less important than the overall contour
and expressive quality of the gesture.



Staging Requirements:

The following outlines the position of the ensemble in relation to the singer throughout each part. The stage should be
arranged so that the percussion setup remains fixed, or requires only minimal adjustments between sections.

Before Part III starts, the stage crew should set up the stage in a direct, untheatrical manner, just as they would during a typical
pre-concert preparation. Their actions become a visible and intentional part of the performance, blurring the line between
setup and staged action.

PartI:

The ensemble is positioned at the edges of the stage, either partially or fully obscured from the audience, but arranged so that
they can still clearly see the conductor. The singer, portraying Claudia, occupies the center stage, commanding focus as the
primary figure.

Part II:
The stage is dark and all we see is the projected text

Part III:
The ensemble and conductor enter the stage as indicated by the score. The soprano may either enter with the conductor or
perform from the edges of the stage or off-stage, depending on the director’s choice.




Instruction for electronics:

The electronics part should be programmed to trigger at the specific cues indicated in the score. The conductor must wear an
in-ear click track to maintain synchronization between the electronics and the live ensemble.

At each new cue, there is a "free" empty bar (as marked in the score) before the music resumes. This allows the conductor to
adjust to the new tempo or beat pattern before continuing.

Ensemble musicians may also receive the click track, if helpful for coordination.

Cue list:

All cues occur during musical pauses, transitions, or at the beginning of sections. They are aligned with
musical structure (bars) as well as visual cues and spoken lines delivered by the singer.

PART 1

Cue 1 - bar 171, beat 3 (immediately after singer says "they alway do")

Cue 2 - bar 261, (as the singer says "one night")

Cue 3 - bar 321, (as the singer says "That was the first time I went to rehab")
PART I1

Cue 4A - Immediately after the end of Part 1

PART 111

Cue 5 - bar 2, (as conductor is ready to begin the music)



God, grant me the serenity
to accept the things I cannot change;
courage to change the things I can;
and wisdom to know the difference.
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Part 1

A singer, performing Claudia, enters with an easy confidence, carrying a bucket. She dops the bucket and starts chatting

J=130 as if she is writing a diary of her memories. Her tone is conversational, inviting, as if she’s catching up with old friends
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(She softens her tone as she continues. She walks towards the bucket and sits on it)
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At 17 I went to university to That's when I met Ignacio
study psychology.
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No rings, just me and a joint Romantic, really.
Nno vows, under the stairs.
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At 19, Ignacio brought cocaine into the picture.
He asked if I wanted to try it, and I didn't even hesitate.
Of course, I said yes.
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By then I was already
mad for drugs.
The first time I tried it was like....
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I was hooked. Obsessed.

L Jot whistle é I wanted it all the time.
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(She is reflecting and remembering about when she had
an abortion at the age of 19 but decides she doesn’t have (She is unsettled

enough strength to share that just yet) and stands up)
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16f1 (She trips over something, almost falling) (She collects herself)
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At 20 Ignacio and I got married. She was beautiful. My little baby girl
I graduated. Rented an office. Got pregnant.
For nine months, I didn't touch a thing.
Not a puff, not a pill. I didn't need anyone
to tell me to stop. I just did.
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[Click: Free bar of 3/4 -  (She starts pacing again,
17; - keep holding fermatal  her movements sharper now)
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But addiction doesn't They always do.
simply go away.
It waits. It hides.
Of course the drugs came back.
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Ignacio controlled his use and he tried to control mine. We fought constantly.
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Then, the years blurred together...

By the time I was 30, we split up the first time.

Trying to keep a career afloat, two new boys

and my baby girl depending on me...
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My empty office pushed me

further into escape.
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196 Tape solo — ensemble tacet — processed rave-like music
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Then, the numbness came. First in my feet, then creeping up my legs.
I found myself tripping over nothing, as my legs wobbled beneath me.
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Doctors called it polyneuritis, Nerve damage. I struggled to keep my balance.
My own body felt distant, untrustworthy.
L The pills helped me ignore it for a while, but I needed something stronger. y
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Drugs became the thread I told myself it was temporary. But addiction
holding my frayed edges together I told myself I had control. doesn't listen to lies
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(Her tone grows darker, her voice havier)

Tape and ensemble together
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That's when I met crack.

At 37, we split again.
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It wasn't like anything I'd ever known.

A love so big, it swallowed me whole.
The obsession was...unstoppable.

!
\4

Love at first hit.
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(music skitters around her stillness as she comes undone.)
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Until my parents couldn't watch me destroy myself anymore, dragging my children into it. They barred me from the house,
and I had nowhere left to turn. The streets became my home, the pavement my bed, and the pipe my only comfort.
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984 Her voice rises, a mix of fear and despair

\ 4 A\
The barrel was at my back, I couldn't defend, the night wouldn't end.
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(Her breath catches as she steps backward slowly, as if retracing her steps)
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(She freezes, staring into the audience)
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Her voice hardens, filled with pain
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My friend...

Choking, convulsing, bood on the floor,
Glistening in the dark, I couldn't ignore.

I couldn't help him, couldn't stop the bleed,
Frozen in place, unable to breathe.
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Just for today
(She pauses, CUE 3
320 senza misura - CIRCA 30" gathering herself) [Click: Free bar of 4/4]
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I ran out, screaming, but help didn't come, That night...
The weight in my chest, feeling numb,
Feeling dumb.

No way to save him, no way to fight,
Ran through the shadows,

Swallowed by the night

It still haunts me.

That night haunted me.

That was the first time I went to rehab
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(frantic movements)
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I couldn't sleep when the drugs wore off.

Stayed up for days, just getting lost.
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Collapse from the edge,

unable to crawl.

b

A week sometimes,
then I'd fall,
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And lived only to feel the high.

I used drugs to stay alive,
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Part 11

Claudia, previously performed by the singer, now becomes the voice recording, an audio of her telling her story
of having an abortion is played.

\

N

Soprano  |H = 1|

., . - n |

Claudia’s voice | i E
N

- N

Ensemble i E

Singer performs transition below and then hears audio as a memory - CUE 4

Transition:

Singer: When I was 19, I got pregnant. At the time, I thought this might ruin my future... my career...
(The singer is struggling to speak, as Claudia’s audio takes over)

So... we decided to...

(after audio in Portuguese)

A gente decidiu fazer um aborto (we decided to have an abortion)

Audio Transcription (translated):

RECORDING (Claudia’s voice):

Claudia's audio in Portuguese (translation):

...we found a doctor in Sdo Paulo—me, Ignacio, and a friend of his who took us there. And... I ended up going...
selfishly, really, only thinking about myself. I wasn’t thinking at all about the baby growing inside me. The
doctor told me I was one month and five days pregnant.

He asked me to lie down on a stretcher. He gave me an anaesthetic, but it didn’t put me to sleep—I was
awake. There were maybe ten other women there, lying on stretchers beside me. I watched him go from one to
the next with this huge... bucket, full of blood and clots. He used some kind of instrument... and that abortion
was done, just like that.

And that’s what I did. (sighs) It hurts so much... so much.

Afterward, they gave me something to make me sleep, and when I woke up, I was already dressed, sitting in a
chair outside. I don’t know... all I can remember is that awful bucket.

How many babies must have been in there, dead? (a deep, hard breath)
Oh God... how could I have done something like that?

Silence.
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Part 111

We are now in Sala Sdo Paulo. The atmosphere is charged with anticipation: we are moments away from the beginning of a concert
featuring Mahler’s Symphony No. 2. Outside the concert hall, just beyond its walls, people are using hard drugs and living in precarious
conditions, in the area infamously known as "Cracoldndia."

Inside, the stage is being quietly prepared. Musicians begin to enter one by one, as they typically would before a formal concert,

tuning instruments and taking their places.
As the preparation takes place, the singer playing Claudia, once central, is gradually displaced toward the edges of the stage as the

orchestral setup takes over; she transforms into a secondary role as the soprano about to perform in the concert.

(Musicians start tuning their instruments one by one, until the conductor and singer entrance at bar 2)
senza misura. tuning instruments
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Claudia’s voice H
1]
f
A VA VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VA VAR VAR VAR VAR VAR VAR VAR VAR VARV VAR YA YAV %A
0
A VA VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAR VAR VAR VAR VAR VAR VAR VAR AR VAR VARV Y. Y. Y. Y. % A
Tom 1
. AL Vb Vb Vb Vb Vb VL VL VL Vb VL VL VL VL VL VL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VA VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL VAL AL VAL VAL AL AL VAL VAL Vo d
Kick Drum
ﬁ’:
Accordion
©):
.
0
Violin VA WVA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WY
VU TV TV TVTV VTV V'V VTV TV TVV V'V VTV VTV TIVTVV VTV VTV VIV IV VTVVIVIV IV IV IV IV IV VIV VUV
O H
Violoncello O \WAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAWAWA W |

-
— CIRCA 12"
(Conductor and ensemble

"freeze in place'as recording starts) [Click: Free bar of 4/4]
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I lived in the streets for four months... and...
I would beg for food in the
take-aways... I ended up learning how
to behave with the street life.
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3 "music starts" (d = 120)
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A Claudia’s pre-recorded voice shifts to fragmented gestures that blend with the live ensemble.
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I would wake up with the police lights illuminating me
and asking me what I was doing there,

slapping me on the face so I would get out of there...

A lot of humiliation.
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